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BACKGROLND

OnFebnmyu.lm 1m:mmumm¢mw§
Deputy Counsel Vincent W. Foster, Jr. Inmthhhvednﬁmmpmqmdbythc; |
mmrmuconﬂkdnmrwudbymmm

Whnlhmhnnddnh;mmmkthuawm&thue} §
. news accounts were simply untrue or otherwiss easily explained. In the final analysis, I
reached the same conclision as that of the U.S. Park Police arid Special Counsel Robert B. -
" Fiske, Jr.; namely, that on July 20, 1993, Vincest W. Foster, Jr. died from a self-inflicied ' -
mhotmndtothcmthwhﬂouhumhrkmcm).vm -

red emergency medical personnel from

County, Virgini hwmummmhuus.% 3
Park Police investigation of Mr. Foster’s death. In addition, the Government Operations = -
Committee was provided access 10 the theretofope undisclossd U.S. Park Police Reporton =
mpmmmmmmummwmum o

xmmwmmmamwmumm: :
Government Operations. It was conducted under the suthority of Rule X of the Rules of
the House of Representatives, which charges the Committee on Government Operations =
with responsibility for conducting reviews ¢ ;vthemmndm&g*
government operations and activities. Also, to 5 US.C. Soc. 2954, excutive branch .
amdummqnindtoprovﬂe'ny . Telating to any matter within the
jurisdiction of mmwwmmmdum -

| linwmwedmm&uthemoﬂuly@.lm |

overwhelming -
mmde,and(Z)themmotthaebmuxht reviewthemmumh Contrary to =
with Special Counsel Robert B. Fiske, Jr. mdmnynhbmmemmm&‘
theNorMnVuzinhmEnnﬂnerDrJ ames C. Beyer.? Rather, the Pathology
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MMVM“MMW&@&MW

The determination of the Pathology Panel organized by Special Counsel Fiske was -
based on independent observations and testing of Mr. Foster’s soft palate, a review of the
_ pmwmmummqummmm,amamhbm
and an examination of Mr. Foster's clothing. - The same or comparable evidence was .
available to the Pathology Panel as would have béen available had they been present at the
to be exhumed because numerous tissue ssmples were saved and available for examination. .

Pmlwmdudedmm.menﬁmdmiddemJPlym. 1993 at Fort

- Itisindispuubletlmthegunwuﬁredwl_a}ilcinMr.Foctu’snouﬂl.'lhkculdnsionj :
kwummammmmmwwunﬂnmmr
and gun powder residue found in the soft palate of the mouth. The report isued by -
Special Counsel Fiske discusses this foressic evidence in considerable detail. That =
being the case, one of two conclusions remain: (1) Mr. Foster committed suicide, or -
(2)Mr.Fomrmforcedtoputthemhhismnhnd'pnnthzw.‘ ;

- The uncontested evidence supports the conclusion that Mr. Foster placed the gun in =
his mouth himself. There were no signs of a struggle at Fort Marcy Park, o bruises .
on Mr. Foster’s body or tears in his clothing, and no broken teeth. Moreover, Mr.
Foster was not under the influence of any controlled substances or alcobol that may - -
have been used to render him helpless. Lab reports reveal that no alcohol or
controlled substances were found in Mr. Foster’s bloodstream.® | |

- The conclusion that Mr. Foster committed suicide is also supported by the marks left -
“on Mr: Foster’s thumb and forefinger. Consistent with the testimony of the Fairfax
County paramedics, Mr. Foster’s thumb was trapped by the trigger guard. The
remaining mark is consistent with the rebound of the trigger. Because the -
indentation on Mr. Foster’s thumb matchies exactly with the rebound of the trigger,
it would have been virtually impossible to artificially make mich a mark. Similarly,
the imprint on Mr. Foster's forefinger is identical to the imprint on the back of the
"gun. The powder burns also support a finding of suicide. '

- Along with select members of my staff, I had complete access to photographs taken
at Fort Marcy Park and during the Northern Virginia Medical Examiners autopsy. :
These photographs support statements by the U.S. Park Police and the ist
Pngelregardinxthehaﬁonofthebody,&iuermrdmuhmdmdet; :
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issues not addressed in satisfactory detail by Special Counsel Fiske have been of concern -

-

Movement of the Foster Body

First, a major concern is the possible movement of Mr. Foster’s body after he died. -

.. Asreponeithemmdbbod’mmdmm-m.wsbodynt?mmm-g g

was not

hkm“hh&dawmﬁm“mmwd%
the position of Mr. Foster’s body at the time of death. Because Mr. Foster was lying
mmmummwwawmmm.;
However, the paramedics who lifted Mr. Foster’s body and piaced it in the body bag
it became level By&etinethebodyhﬂgmopmdnﬂnmm.l?m? .
shirt and undershirt were covered in blood. , :

mmm@mmmdwrwsmnkwmauw
uplainbmmdcwmimﬂvethntheﬂewludmmdlﬁahecmd :

was drenched with blood once he was thoved to the hospital. His clothing would '
havebeeneqmﬂydrmchedifhehadhmwvedmwthepuk :

Commentators have also made issue with the lack of skull fragments found at the
mwhakommﬁemmmm.m“-mdwh; ‘
park. The scene was not searched for bone fragments, however, until approximately

nine months after Mr. Foster’s death. Although it is not surprising that numerous

objecumfonndnthemsnch_sdvanm:hnﬂﬁMmé :
animal matter. As such, they could have been moved by scavenging animals or even.
washed away. There was not a large amount of fragments that were missing as the
exit wound was only 1 1/4 by 1 inch in diameter. Likewise, the bullet was never
found, but one need only visit Fort Mar¢y Park to understand that the bullet could
have fallen anywhere in the park. The fact that it was not located is not
determinative in light of the previously discussed forensic evidence. '

The lack of fingerprints on the gun found in Mr. Foster's hand has also been used
to suggest that he did not fire the weapon or that his body had been moved and the
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gun was later placed in his hand. Pathologists have suggested, however, that
fingerprints are not always identifiable. Other factors, such as the amount of oils on |
the decedents fingers, the humidity, andthetempememyremltmﬁmpm»
not remaining on an object. :

Recent statements of the so-called Confidential Witness ("CW") appears o be in
CW is the reference to the man driving a white van who initially found. Mr.

Foster’s body in Fort Marcy Park around 6:00 pam. He has asked that his identify be kept -
confidential. _

AwmdeWsmmmemﬁuhwcmm

as reflected in the Fiske report, and those statesents given under cath to
Dan Burton, Jokm Mica and Dana Rohrabacher reveal that the substance of each statement
is very similar, if not identical.

Inhothinnances,CWianthepahmoer Foster were facing upward and -
there was no gun in Mr. Foster’s hand when CW found the body.* However, in both
mmwmmmmummnmm
that if Mr. Foster had a gun in his hand, CW could have missed it. Special Counsel |
Fiske’s wmwwmmdhbpdﬁtnuﬂnmpdl
thebemmd&ehewfoﬁmtheremuidhmumamm&emshndtht _
he did not see.” ~

mmmmmmmmmuwm ‘a
trained policeman standing at the top ‘of the hill that [sic] even when he [the
policeman] was told he [Mr. Foster] bad a gun in his band still did not see it [the
gun]. I cannot . . . say, I would have seen:it [the gun]® Because my staff and I had =
mmWMatFmanMwweﬁﬂyMapMoM» :
from roughly the same location that CW élaims to have stood. Because of the dense
foliage that was clearly seen in the picture, Mr. Foster’s hands could not possibly
have been seen without moving to his side. CW admits that be did not move to Mr.
Foster’s side to examine Mr. Foster’s hands. _ _

 Questions have also been raised about the alleged existence of a wine cooler bottle

near Mr. Foster’s body and a stain on Mr. Foster’s shirt which appeared to be a
combination of wine and vomit. These dssertions were made by the CW. The lab .
reports conducted on Mr. Foster’s shirt reveal that the stain was purely blood and no
traces of wine or vomit were found. The U.S. Park Police asserts that no wine -
coolers were found near Mr. Foster’s body, but wine coolers were in an sutomobile
located in the parking lot but not belongiing to Mr. Foster. Additionally, no alcobol |
was found in Mr. Foster’s bloodstream.
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Questions have been raised regarding a discrepancy between CW's recollection of the

various contents of the two cars located in the parking lot at Fort Marcy Park the

afternoon of Mr. Foster’s death. All parties involved agree that there were two cars f

in the parking lot — one belonged to Vincent Foster and was grey in color and the

other was a white Honda. According to CW, inside the white Honda were two wine
-coolers and a jacket that matched the pants CW saw on Vincent Foster. o

In contrast, the U.S. Park Police investigation (at the time of the death) and Special

Counsel Fiske's investigation (nine moanths later) both determined, based on
* information from the owner and passenger of the white Honda, that the wine coolers .. -
were in fact in their car. As well, no jacket was in their car despite the testimony of -

the CW. The U.S. Park Police found the jacket matching Mr. Foster’s pants in the * -
~ car belonging to Mr. Foster. P

Also of concern is the statement by CW that the ground at the botsom of the berm = -

where the body was found was trampled and worn. It would be impossible to

determine, however, whether the ground was trampled by the footsteps of Mr. Foster .
padnglmkudionhorwthemofm |

where the carpet fibers found on Mr. mefsdothmgmldhavemmd. !
Rmhmahubenmmmmxawhkfmmmw Foster's -

detezmnewhdnpwceofdoﬂdngthehﬂrmodgimﬂy ‘
The blond hair found on Mr. Fomrcmidhmeomﬁ'ommyme. Possibly, the

hair belonged to his dsughter who has lang blond hair. The day of his death, Mr. =

5
1

Foster was driving the car typically drives by his daughter. the
of his death, Mr. Foster drove his danghter to work, leaned over and kissed her
good-bye — an act whereby a hair could have easily been transmitted. The hair |

could have also belonged to anyone of the guests at the swearing-in ceremony of FBI

Director Louis Freeh which took place in the Rose Garden the day of Mr. Foster’s

death. Because the forensic evidence so conclusively points to a suicide, the origin
of the blond hair is hardly relevant.
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- Another area of concern seems to be the ‘existence of semen found on Mr. Foster’s =
undershorts. Those who suggest that the presence of semen demonstrates that a -
sexual liaison occurred on the afternoon ¢f Mr. Foster’s death ignore the testimony =
of medical experts who suggest that it is ngt uncommon for an individual, at the time = -

of death, to defecate, urinate, or even ejaculate. :
~  Finsly, some have questioned why Mr. Faster's body was not exbumed. Basedupon
the uncontroverted

forensic evidence coupled with the pain such a procedure would |
cause the Foster family, it was determined that-Mr. Fouu’sbody i

understandably

need not be exhumed. As sugpested isbove, the Pathology Panel reasomably
WMMMmeMM»Mﬁ&m o
independent review. , o

I must agree that not every question regarding the death of White House aide
Vincent Foster has been definitively answered. | I have reached the condiusion < -

that all available facts lead 1o the undeniable cdnclusion that Vincent W. Foster, Jr. ook

huown!ifeinFmanPuk,Vhdnhonhlym.lm | L
Perhaps the unexpected death of any high government official will needlessly bring = '

cries of conspiracy from many in our society. Thit is unfortunate. The death of Mr. Foster .
has been reviewed in detail by the experienced professionals at the U.S. Park Police, who |
were performing their tasks under extremely diffigult circumstances. Special Counsel Robert
Fiske took that investigation one step further by establishing a panel of noted foremsic =

who reviewed all of the available evidence and reached the same comclusionas

pathologists
that of the Park Police. lmmedthewrkoftheumapmmmd.withﬁ o
report,mpporttheirﬁndings. . : P

invuﬁphononthlsmpofthedeathofvmcen?m 'lhefoeusoftlbpmbewmww o

turn to the second portion of the investigation dealing with the handling of Mr. Foster's |
documents and the potential obstruction of justice by White House staff in the days

following Mr. Foster’s death.

My special thanks 1o officials of Fairfax Gounty, Virginia, the U.S. Park Pokice, and o

meoniceofspecialéonmliobena Fiske, Jr. for their assistance in conducting this
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o On Jumary 13, 199, Washinaton Post reporter Michas! laikoff reports that

Do) and FEI aoats have began retracing the original handiing of the Foster

mh.amchhrmwmmedhhmf&mdﬂu j

*he time of his death. Isikoff further reports that this cffort began because -
were concerned that top White House sides may have

the investigators |
hindered the U.S. Park Police from obtaining key evidence.

° On January 27, lw,m‘wmnnﬁymm:md?
mmmwmuwdmmuhdmm 3
about the conclusion that it was a suicide. According to Ruddy, “The
qumhvdwﬁepoddmostbody;theﬁaMﬁemwsﬂl :
in Foster's hand and kad no blood on it; the small amount of biood on and

mrmalm,uummm‘mmmm& g
William Sessions said that the FBI “was kept
MFMSMWW&:W@MM oo
and the Department of Justice™. Sessions “said the FBI did not get involved '
in the probe for political reasons.” : -
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3. mpmwmmmmmmwmv  >
- pathologists. They include: ’

(a) Dr. Charles S. Hirsch - Chief Medical Examiner for the City of New York.

(b) _Dr.James L. Luke - Forensic Pathology Consuitant, FBI Investigative Support
| Unit, FBI Academy.

(6 Dr. Donald T. Reay - c:nnefMeeicnllammmermrltim;cmm,ysmua,i |
Washington. .

(d) Dr. Charles J. Stahl - Distinguished Scientist and Armed Forces Medical
Examiner, Armed Forces Institute: of Pathology, Washington, D.C.

NomwmwmmMumamm

4. Sevenlmhaveupedﬂmw Foster’s body, after e died, was moved

to Fort Marcy Park. ‘l‘hkiuuewillbedldreuedbelow |
S. .'swmdmnﬁdmwm;w.mehwnwmm“ :

found in Mr. Foster’s bloodstream.
6.  Fiske report at 30; Deposition at 43.
7. _Fiske report at 30,
8.  Deposition at 19.
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